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March 10: About 200,000 Peruvian coca growers approved a decision to participate in a 72-hour
nationwide strike set for March 21-23. Leaders said the strike is a protest against the signing of
an anti-drug accord with Washington, scheduled to take place in the next few days. US Embassy
spokespersons in Lima said the agreement is currently being revised, and would not be formalized
for several weeks. Juan Rojas, secretary general of the Peruvian Agrarian Confederation (CCP), said
coca producer representatives would submit a document to President Alberto Fujimori expressing
their opposition, and demanding participation in decision- making in any government-sponsored
effort which directly affects their livelihood. Rojas said the CCP and coca producer organizations
have prepared a series of recommendations on necessary steps to eventually terminate the illegal
production and sale of coca. The coca producers are particularly opposed to clauses of the bilateral
agreement that would create an Autonomous Alternative Development Authority, as well as the
establishment of self-defense units under the control of the police and the armed forces. March 13:
Fernando Kieffer, president of the Bolivian Chamber of Deputies, told reporters that at least 10 US
trainers were in Santa Cruz to train two light infantry battalions (about 500 soldiers) in anti-drug
operations. They are the first of about 50 US trainers expected to work in Bolivia under a May 1990
agreement between the US and Bolivian governments. According to US Embassy sources in La
Paz, Washington is providing $33 million in military equipment and training this year contingent
upon Bolivia's increased military role in anti-drug operations. Under the joint accord, President
Jaime Paz Zamora agreed to designate 900 soldiers for US training and to permit air force and navy
units who currently provide logistical support for police drug raids , to directly participate in antidrug operations. The US-trained Bolivian troops will operate in the tropical Beni and Santa Cruz
regions of the country, where cocaine processing labs are located. They will patrol border areas and
aid police in raiding the labs. Coca leaf farmers are opposed to military intervention, asserting that
it will increase the likelihood of violence, and exacerbate rivalry between the military and the 800
US- trained police who currently are engaged in anti-narcotics efforts. March 16: Bolivian Deputy
Keiffer told Periodistas Asociados de Television (PAT) that the government does not require special
authorization by the Bolivian Congress. US military instructors are currently engaged in training of
Bolivian troops at a base in Montero, located 51 km. north of Santa Cruz. The base was constructed
by the US in the 1960s for training of US Army Rangers. (Rangers also participated in the Bolivian
military's war with a domestic rebel movement, and the capture and execution of Ernesto Che
Guevarra.) March 27: In La Paz, thousands of coca leaf farmers marched to protest militarization of
the drug war. Guido Tarqui, a leader of the farmers, said, "What the government is attempting to
do is begin repressing farmers. [The government] will never confront the traffickers directly and it
only shows the dominance the US government has in Bolivia." March 28: Bolivian President Jaime
Paz Zamora requested that the national congress authorize use of the armed forces in the antinarcotics program, and to permit 112 US military advisers to train troops in such operations. US
Ambassador Robert Gelbard told the Associated Press that the Bolivian government "has come to
the recognition that they need more manpower because of the increased trafficking activities in
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certain parts of the country." He said the US will increase economic aid from $130 million for the
1991 fiscal year to an estimated $190 million for 1992. Washington is providing about $33 million
in aid to the military for anti-narcotics operations. Washington had suspended $66 million in aid
to Bolivia in March after Paz Zamora appointed Col. Faustino Rico Toro commander of national
anti-drug forces. Rico Toro was the intelligence chief of the military government that took power
in 1980, reportedly with support from cocaine traffickers. Rico Toro resigned as a result of US
pressure and condemnation from human rights groups. Interior Minister Guillermo Capobianco
and Police Commander Felipe Carvaja also resigned. Zamora then convened a special session of
the congress to discuss anti-drug efforts. The congress is controlled by the ruling party coalition,
and passage of Zamora's program was considered certain when the legislature recovenes April 2.
According to President Zamora's chief of staff Gustavo Fernandez, the US military will train two
infantry battalions of about 1,000 soldiers over a 10-week period. The advisers will leave Bolivia
once training has been completed, and will not participate in any anti-drug operations, he said.
Fernandez said the military will operate only in the tropical lowlands where cocaine-processing
labs are located, or patrol border areas. Troops will not enter the Chapare coca leaf-growing region
where at least 300,000 Bolivians make their living cultivating coca. March 29: UN Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar recently estimated that the drug trade generates around $500 billion of
proceeds world-wide. The UN commission responsible for fighting drug abuse in Latin America
has a budget of about $40 million. An estimated 70% of drugs entering the US arrive via Mexico.
During President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's first 21 months in power, police confiscated over 80
metric tons of cocaine, more than in the previous six years. Pressure on narcotics producers by the
Colombian government over the past year has reduced cocaine production to an estimated 600 MT,
or by 15 to 25%. Drug trafficker organizations responded to the government's crackdown by moving
jungle-based laboratories to Peru, Brazil, Ecuador or Venezuela. Unidentified experts cited by DPA
said that Bolivia obtains around one-third of its foreign currency through the drug trade, while
in Peru, the figure is estimated at about one fourth. March 29: In La Paz, representatives of smallscale farmer organizations from Bolivia and Peru opened a conference aimed at preparing joint
proposals to be submitted to respective governments and multilateral institutions. Delegates from
counterpart Colombian organizations were invited to participate, but failed to appear. Observers
from Venezuela, Brazil, Nicaragua and Ecuador were also invited. Observers from Ecuador did
not make an appearance. Segundino Montevilla, leader of the Bolivian Campesinos Confederation
(CSUTCB), said that participants will analyze the impact of coca and cocaine production in Bolivia,
Colombia and Peru, and the US-supported militarization of anti-drug programs in the three nations.
According to Montevilla, economic problems in Andean nations are interrelated, and governments
are planning to reduce coca output, and later to eradicate coca crops by force. Julio Rojas Vargas, a
campesino leader from Peru, said Peruvian coca growers are opposed to existing crop substitution
programs because they lack economic viability. At a rally in downtown La Paz attended by about
3,000 farmers, Julio Arce, secretary of the Bolivian Workers Central (Central Obrera de BoliviaCOB), told participants that the three nations' governments are not concerned with the welfare of
farmers, choosing instead to use force to "resolve" a a complex socio-economic problem. According
to Bolivian government statistics, Bolivian coca growers harvest 150,000 metric tons per year of
coca leaf cultivated on 60,000 ha. Of the total, an estimated 127,000 MT are employed in the illegal
production of cocaine, and the rest consumed by farmers. About 90% of all coca leaf produced
world-wide is grown in Peru and Bolivia. The lion's share of cocaine processing takes place in
Colombia. [Coca cultivation was introduced in the Andean region about 2,000 A.D., and has been
used in religious rites and for medicinal purposes. Coca consumption was expanded during Spanish
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colonization to stimulate production by workers in the silver mines. In the early 1960s, coca leaf
grown in sub- tropical valleys near La Paz began to be used for processing cocaine.] March 30:
The Peruvian media reported that President Alberto Fujimori's government has submitted to
Washington a final draft of an anti-drug program. Economist Hernando de Soto was quoted as
saying that Fujimori will seek "a wide-ranging consensus" among politicians on the need for the
accord, which requests about $100 million in US aid. De Soto said the Peruvian government has
insisted that the agreement be signed by President Bush, instead of the US ambassador to Peru.
Fujimori has insisted that anti-drug operations should not focus on the estimated 200,000 small
growers and families who produce coca. Attacking the peasants, according to the president, will
drive many to join rebel bands which operate in the area. The agreement includes $34.9 million
to help the Peruvian military fight the rebels in the Huallaga Valley. Another $60 million in aid
would be channeled to balance of payments support and for crop substitution programs in the
valley. The two governments previously signed an accord that provides about $19 million in US
aid to Peru's police force and $6.8 million to US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) agents
in Peru. The DEA and the Peruvian police operate an anti-drug helicopter base in the Huallaga
Valley. Agents use the base to attack jungle airstrips and coca paste laboratories. Under US
legislation, governments must cooperate in fighting the drug trade to receive US aid, and loans from
multilateral lending agencies dominated by the US. March 31: In La Paz, Bolivian and Peruvian
coca farmer representatives concluded a four-day meeting. Delegates from Colombia had been
expected to participate, but failed to appear. Meeting participants agreed that expulsion of US police
and military advisers from their countries was essential. They also agreed to establish the Andean
Nation Council in Defense of Coca. For the rest of 1991, Peruvian Gerardo Cahuna and Bolivian
Romulo Cussi will head the Council. A statement released at the close of the meeting asserted that
drug manufacture and consumption is an outcome of demand by consumers, and not caused by
coca producers who have been engaged in coca cultivation for over 5,000 years. The US ranks as
the world's largest consumer nation of cocaine. Because US officials have defined the drug trade
as a national security problem, intervention anywhere in the world is thus legitimized. According
to Spanish news service EFE, 25 DEA advisers are currently in Bolivia collaborating with local antinarcotics authorities, and 56 US military trainers are expected in the next few days. US officials
admit the presence of about 20 DEA advisers in Peru. The total does not include contract personnel.
[Basic data from AP, 03/13/91, 03/28/91, 03/30/91; EFE, 03/10/91, 03/16/91, 03/28/91, 04/01/91; DPA
(Deutsche Presse Agentur), 03/27/91; AFP, 03/10/91, 03/17/91, 03/29/91]
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